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LITERARY THEORY AND CRITICISM 

 
Course Code: 21 HST 812 

Credits: 3 (3L) 

Total Marks: 100 (40 MTE + 20 CWS + 40 ETE) 

 
Objectives: 

1. To introduce students to the major principles of literary theory and established methods of 

literary research. 

2. To understand the broader ways in which literary theory applies to their own culture, global 

culture, and their own lives. 

3. To enable them to apply various theoretical parameters in the analysis ofliterary and cultural 

texts. 

4. To familiarize the learners with the trends and interdisciplinary nature of literary theories. 

5. To introduce them to the conventions and style of research papers. 
 

Syllabus: 

1. Classical Theories and Traditional Approaches 

2. New Criticism & Formalism 

3. Psychoanalytic Criticism 

4. Myth and Archetypal Criticism 

5. Marxist Criticism 

6. Reception and Reader-Response Theory 

7. Structuralism, Poststructuralism and Deconstruction 

8. Modernism and Postmodernism 

9. New Historicism and Cultural Studies 

10. Feminism and Gender Studies 

11. Postcolonial Criticism 

12. Narratology 

13. Ecocriticism 



Assessment:Through tests, assignments, article reviews, interpretation of literary and cultural 
 

texts (films, drama and television shows) on the basis of given critical approaches or theories, 

class presentations 
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